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MODIFIERS - HCPCS

Generally, HCPCS Modifier codes are required to add specificity to the reporting of procedures performed
on eyelids, fingers, toes, and arteries. They may be appended to CPT codes. If more than one level 11
modifier applies, repeat the HCPCS code on to another line with the appropriate level II modifier:

EXAMPLE: Code 26010 (drainage of finger abscess; simple) done on the left hand thumb and
second finger would be codes:

26010FA
26010F1
LT Left side (used to identify procedures on the left side of the body)
RT Right side (used to identify procedures performed on the right side of the body)
El Upper left, eyelid
E2 Lower left, eyelid
E3 Upper right, eyelid
E4 Lower left, eyelid
FA Left hand, thumb
F1 Left hand, second digit
F2 Left hand, third digit
F3 Left hand, fourth digit
F4 Left hand, fifth digit
F5 Right hand, thumb
F6 Right hand, second digit
F7 Right hand, third digit
F8 Right hand, fourth digit
F9 Right hand, fifth digit
TA Left foot, great toe
Tl Left foot, second digit
T2 Left foot, third digit
T3 Left foot, fourth digit
T4 Left foot, fifth digit
TS Right foot, great toe
T6 Right foot, second digit
T7 Right foot, third digit
T8 Right foot, fourth digit
T9 Right foot, fifth digit
GC This service has been performed in part by a resident under the direction of a teaching physician.
GE This service has been performed by a resident without the presence of a teaching physician under
the primary care exception
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LD
LC
RC

QM
QN
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Left anterior descending coronary artery (LAD)
Left circumflex coronary artery
Right coronary artery (RCA)

Ambulance service provided under arrangement by provider of services
Ambulance service furnished directly by provider of services

Anesthesia Modifiers (Physical Status)

P1-A
P2-A
P3-A
P4-A
P5-A
P6-A

A normal healthy patient.

A patient with mild systemic disease.

A patient with severe systemic disease.

A patient with severe systemic disease that is a constant threat to life.

A moribund patient who is not expected to survive without the operation.

A declared brain-dead patient whose organs are being removed for donor purposes.

Note: P1-P6 will be used when VHA begins to bill for unit-based components for anesthesia.

Other
AA
AD
QK
QX
QY
QzZ

Anesthesia services performed personally by anesthesiologist

Medically supervised by a physician for more than four concurrent procedures

Medically directed by a physician: two, three, or four concurrent procedures

CRNA with medical direction by a physician

Medical direction of one certified registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA) by an anesthesiologist
CRNA without medical direction by a physician

Monitored Anesthesia Care

The QS modifier is reported in addition to one of the above modifiers to indicate monitored anesthesia care
was provided. The QS modifier should always be reported in the second position.

QS Monitored anesthesia care service (MAC)
MAC involves the intraoperative monitoring of the patient’s vital physiological signs in
anticipation of the need for administration of general anesthesia or of the development of adverse
physiological patient reaction to the surgical procedures.
G8 Monitored anesthesia care (MAC) for deep, complex, complicated, or markedly invasive surgical
procedure. (Applicable to CPT 00100, 00400, 00160, 00300, 00532, 00920)
Note: The G8 modifier should not be reported in conjunction with a “QS” modifier, but it must
be reported with the pertinent anesthesia payment modifier for personally performed anesthesia
or medical direction.
G9 Monitored anesthesia care (MAC) for patient who has history of severe cardio-pulmonary
condition. (Reference: HCFA Transmittal No. B-99-17 Date April 1999 and HCFA Transmittal
No. B-99-38 Date November 1999)
Therapists Modifiers
GN Speech language therapy
GO Occupational therapy
GP Physical therapy
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